The use of siRNA to validate immunofluorescence studies.
Cellular immunofluorescence studies can be validated by using either specific small interfering RNA (siRNA) duplexes or expression plasmids that induce the expression of specific siRNAs. The usage of either siRNA tool reduces the expression of the specific protein being studied, thus reducing substantially or abolishing the immunofluorescence detected when using a fluorescent antibody that recognizes the protein.